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Mark XVI. 20, 


And they went forth, and preached every 
where, the Lord working with them, 
and confirming the WW, ord with Signs 
Hume. 


HE N our Saviour, at the 15th Verſe 
of this Chapter had given his Apo- 
ſtles a general Commiſſion, to go 
into all the World, and preach the 
Goſpel to every Creature; he acquaints them at 
the 17th and 18th with the Means, by which 
they ſhould be enabled to execute it. J heſe Signs 
ſhall follow them that believe; in my Name ſhall 
they caſt out Devils; they ſhall ſpeak with new 
Tongues ; they ſhall take up Serpents, and if they 
drink any deadly thing, it ſhall not hurt them; they 
ſrall lay Hands on the Sich, and they ſhall recover. 

The Text tells us of the fulfilling of this Pro- 
miſe, So then after the Lord had ſpoken unto them, 

he was received up into Heaven, and ſat on the 
right Hand of God; And they went. forth, and 
preached every where the Lord worki ng with them, 

and confirming the Word with Signs following. 

We fee therefore the Method, by which the 
Goſpel was at firſt eſtabliſhed in the World. 

Not by human Strength, or Skill, but by the 
A 2 Power 
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Power of God, manifeſting itſelf by Signs, and 
Wonders wrought in Confirmation of the Word. 
My Deſign is to ſhew, in what reſpects the Power 
of Miracles was neceflary to ſupport the Goſpel 
at firſt; and wherein lay its force, and, vertue to 
make the preaching of the Apoſtles, effectual to 
reform a World throughout over-run with Blind- 
neſs, and Corruption. And when this Point is 
rightly underſtood, we ſhall the more clearly per- 
ceive the Reaſons, why this Power is long ſince 
ceaſed, and, what human Means are moſt likely 
(ſo far as human Means can go) to ſupply. the 
Want of it, in perpetuating the Goſpel to future 
Ages; and making it to be, what it was intend- 
ed to be, a Means of Reformation in all; who 
accept, and embrace it. 

The Goſpel is the Call of God' upon Man- 
kind to, Repentance, by the Offers of Mercy in. 
and thro” Jeſus the Redeemer, In which Account 
there are two Things evidently diſtinguiſhable, 
diz. I. The Doctrine of our Redemption by 
Chriſt, which was propoſed to Mankind by the 
Preaching of the Apoſtles. 2. The ultimate End 
of this, the Repentance of Sinners. With rc 
ſpect to the Firſt, it is manifeſt, that Miracles 
were neceſſary in the Nature of Evidence; tor 
ſupernatural Truths require ſupernatural Proof: 
God alone could declare by ſome /þecral Mani- 
feſtation of himſelf,” that it was his Purpoſe to 
redeem us by his Son, and * what Terms his 
1 | Mediation 
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Mediation ſhould be available on our Behalf; 
for nothing of all this appeared, from what was 
known of God, and of the Meafures of his Pro- 
vidence, from thoſe general Notices, which he 
had given to mankind by natural Reaſon. Chriſt 
therefore, and his Apoſtles came in the Quality 
of pecial Meſſengers from God, and pleaded the 
Authority of God, of which the Miracles which 
they wrought, were the Credentials, and without 
which they could have challenged no fort of At- 
tention from the World, as to ſuch Matters as 
theſe. This needs no farther Proof. But it may 
well deſerve our Conſideration to know, what 
Relation the Power of Miracles bore to the ſecond 
Point, and whether it was, or was not of any 
direff Uſe, towards reſcuing Mankind from the 
Dommion of Sin, and bringing them to Repen- 
tance, and a new Lite. 

Now it is evident in the firſt Place, that Mi- 
racles were not neceſſary in the Way of Evidence 
to ſhew Men their Duties, as, in the other Caſe 
they were neceſſary to ſhew them their Faith. 
For there wants not the Evidence of Miracles to 
prove; that God is to be honoured by his Crea- 
tures ; that Men are to be Juſt, Sober, Temperate, 
and the like; Theſe are the Dictates of that 
Law, which every Man reads in his own Breaſt, 
fuppoſmg Reaſon to be rightly exerciſed. All rea- 
fonable Men have feen theſe Things; all reaſon- 
able Men do, and muſt ſee them; nor is it in the 
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Power of ſupernatural Evidence to make them 
plainer. 

But when Men know their Duties, ſomething 
farther will be neceflary to influence their Prac- 
tice. And in this reſpect Miracles, I apprehend, 
were of great Uſe, as they were a Means to 
controll Appetite, which is the Inlet to all Mic. 
chief, and firſt of all perverts the Will, and then 


corrupts the Underſtanding. St. Paul ſpeaking of | 


the unbelieving Gentiles ſays, that they had their 
Underſtanding darkened, — through the Tenorance, 
that was in them, becauſe of the Hargneſs of their 
Hearts. And whence came this? Why from the 
Power of fleſhly Appetite. For (as it preſently 
follows) they had given themſelves over unto La. 
civiouſneſs, to work all Uncleanneſs with greedineſi, 
Eph. iv. 18, 19. This was the general Cauſe of 
Corruption in the Heathen World. Attending 
(like Brutes) to the Things before them, and 1 
having God in all their Thoughts, they ſunk below 
themſelves, and were filled with all Unrigbteouſ- 
neſs, till at laſt they became, as vain in their Ina- 
ginations, as they were wicked in their Works, 
and changed the Glory of the uncorruptible God, 
into an Image made like to corruptible Man, and 
- #0 Birds, and four footed Beaſts, and creeping Things, 
Rom. i. 23. It is evident from theſe Words, that 
the ſingle Thing wanting to enlighten the Under- 


ſtanding, was to reform the Heart; and that to this 


End nothing more was neceſſary, than to awaken 
them 


them into a true Senſe of God, whom they had 


well nigh forgotten. And what was fo proper 
to effect this, as ſuch vibe Inſtances of his Power, 
and Preſence among them, as Miracles were? 
When Paul (with Barnabas) had cured the Lame 
Man at Lyſtra, the People no ſooner ſaw the 
Work, than they cryed out, The Gods are come 
dium to us in the Likeneſs of Men; obſerve now 
the Effects of this Perſwaſion. They brought 
Oxen, and Garlands, and would have done Sacrifice 
and by all that Paul, and Barnabas could ſay, 


ſearce were they reſtrained, As xiv. 11, &c. Their 


Devotion was ill placed, but no doubt it was 
ſincere; for When God is preſent, how ſhall not 
finful Man be afraid? "Tis true, God is preſent 
every where, and at all Times, by the Works of 
his Providence. The Sun, which warms, and 
enlightens. the Earth; The Moon, and the Stars 
which garniſh the Heavens; The Rain, and the 
fruitful Seaſons ; Ourſelves, and all, that we ſee 
about us, are the Heralds, which proclaim his 
Power, and Preſence among us. And when we 
ſe' the Paoer of God, we ſee all, that is to be 
ſeen of him, for he is a Spirit, and we cannot 
ſee him otherwiſe, than by his Power, and Opera- 
tions. Why then does not this make us fearful 
to offend ? Why it ovght to do fo, and vu do fo, 
if Men are wile, and confiderate. But careleſ; 


Men overlook theſe Things, becauſe they are 


common, and familiar; like idle, and unfaithful 
| vervants, 
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ſpecial Call; and all Men, who ſee the Hand of 


Servants, who, tho' they know their Place in the 
Family, and what the Maſter expects from them, 
yet neglect their Buſineſs, and will never be 
brought to order, till by ſome. Ppecial Act of his 
Authority the Maſter gives them to underſtand, 
that he takes Notice of and will puniſh thas 
ill Behaviour. Miracles have the Nature of a 


God in the Works, will naturally underſtand 
themſelves, as admoniſbed to take Notice of them 
at their Perils; which is the Meaning of what 
St. Paul ſays, As xvii. 30. And the Times of thi 
Jenorance God winked at, but now commandeth all 
Men every where to repent, God is ſaid to have 
inked at thoſe Times of Ignorance, not becauſe 
he at any Time approved, or was pleaſed with the 
Vices, and the Follies of Mankind ; but he 
winked, as a Maſter doth, when he vil not hear 
the Faults of his Servant, whom for Reaſons of 
Prudence he does not think fit to rebuke, But 
God's Call by the Goſpel was a Rebuke to Sin- 
ners, and Miracles were the Evidence of it, juſt 
as the ordinary Works of Nature are the Evi- 
dence of that general Authority, which he chal- 
lengeth over us, as the Creator, and Governor of 
the World. 
| You ſee then, that Miracles were an Applica- 
tien to the Fears of Men as under the Jpecial 
Notice of God, and liable to his Correction; in 
which there was great Wiſdom as well as Good- 

neſs 
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nels. For when Reaſon has loſt its Sway (which 
was the Caſe here) there is but one Way left to 
govern Men, which 1s by ſetting Paſſion againſt 
Paſſion, the Stronger | againſt the Weaker, which 
Experience ſhews us, will do in many Caſes, 
where nothing elſe will. Covetouſneſs will make 
a ſottiſh Man ſober, and temperate; and Pride 
the Niggard open, and generous. But Fear is a 
Paſſion of univerſal Extent, and the Fear of God 
is the Strongeſt of all Fears; and where it takes 
deep rooting, will undermine, and overturn every 
ſtrong hold of Sin. For it is the Fear of infi- 
nite Wiſdom, and of infinite Power ; the Fear of 
him, who perfectly underſtandeth, what we are; 
who ſcanneth all our ways, and ſeeth all our 
backſlidings, and is able to puniſh us for ever. 
It was this, that gave the Apoſtles the Advan- 
tage over the beſt, and wiſeſt of the Heathen 
Philoſophers, Socrates and Plato were good Mo- 
raliſts, and ſo were many more. They could 
ſhew Men, what is Right, and what is Wrong, 
and for the moſt Part ſo they did. But they 
could not ſhake Terror over the Heads of Sinners, 
nor bring God, as it were down from Heaven, to 
give his Sanction to their Inſtructions. This was 
the great Thing wanting ; and if God had not 
thought fit thus to interpoſe, the whole World 
would have lain under Darkneſs to this Day. But 
you will obſerve, that this Method uſeful, and 
neceſſary, as it was in its Time, and Seaſon, was 
B not 
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not in the very Nature of it fit to be made com. 
mon, and familiar. Miracles are proper for great 
Emergencies, when the Ends of Providence, and 
the Wants of Men cannot be ſerved by common 
Means. But when theſe Purpoſes are anſwered, 
the World myſt be left again to common means; 
for a wiſe Providence can do nothing Superfluous, 
nothing in Vain. And this was, and is the Caſe 
in Fact. For when God withdrew the Power of 
Miracles from the Church (which he ſoon did) 
this was leaving Religion to be carried on by 
human Means ; And this muft be underſtood, as 
a Call upon Mankind, to ſet forward the Work 
of Religion, by the reaſonable, and proper Me- 
thods of human Skill, and Wiſdom. For you 
will not ſay, I preſume, that it was the Intention 
of Providence, that when Miracles ceaſed, there 
ſhould be an End of Religion too. It will be 
fit therefore to conſider, what are thoſe reaſon- 
able Methods of carrying on Religion, to which 
human Prudence directs us. The Subject is of 
large Extent, and therefore I ſhall only touch 
upon a few general Points. 

As a Foundation for all then let it be obſerved, 

1. That the Chriſtian Practice is ſupported by 
the Chriſtian Faith; and that as the Miracles 
wrought by Chrift, and his Apoſtles are the 
Ground-work of our Faith ; ſo there ought al- 
ways to be a reaſonable Evidence conſtantly ſub- 
ſiſting, and publickly known, that ſuch Miracles 


Were 


for the 5 Propagation of the Goſpel. 


11 


were wrought. For if we cannot ſhew, chat 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles wrought Miracles, we 
cannot prove their Miſſion from God; and Faith 
will have nothing, whereupon to reſt. But this 
the Providence of God hath taken Care of for 
, us, by providing us with the Scriptures, which 
are a credible Evidence to us, as they will be to 
all ſucceeding Generations of Men, that the 
Chriſtian Faith was once confirmed by Miracles; 
which is as good a Proof of Chriſt's Miſſion, as 
a Series of Miracles perpetually ſubſiſting in the 
Church would have been; for what God once 
confirms to us, by ſetting to it the Seal of his 
Authority, may as ſecurely be relied on, as what 
is ſo confirmed to us a Hundred, or a Thouſand 
Times over. The Scriptures, as to their Origin, 
and Authority, are Divine. But in the Uſe of 
them we are left to human Skill, and Prudence : 
And what has the Wiſdom of the Church of 
Rome directed her to in this Caſe? Why not to 
ſend Men to the Scriptures for Inſtruction, but 
to deny the Uſe of them, which in effect is ta- 
king from them the' proper Evidences of their 
Faith, and leaving their whole Religion, as Chri- 
ſtians to reſt, not upon the Authority of God, 
but upon the Authority of Men. And this is 
ſo much the Worſe, becauſe the Scriptures are 
the Standard of our Faith, as well as the Evr- 
dence of it. For the new Teſtament is not a 
mere Hiſtory of Miracles, but a Syſtem of Doc- 
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trines; thoſe very Doctrines, which Chriſt taught, We 
and in Confirmation of which God gave the Evi. Ar 
dence of Miracles. Were it not for this Provi- W 
ſion, we ſhould by this Time have been at a Loss co 
to know, as well what to believe, as why to be- on 
lieve; but Faith built upon this Foundation ls ſp! 
both fare, and ſtedfaſt; not, as if the Scriptures aal 
were an infallible Means to bring Men to a right of 
Faith. God is infallible, and what he fays in 100 
his Word muſt be true; but Men are fallible, and In 
may think, they read there, what he hath not ex 
faid ; or thro' a carnal Mind obtrude that upon hu 
others, as the Scripture Faith, which they do not the 
believe themſelves. No Means can infalubly at- ali 
tain its End, where much is left (as much in this fer 
caſe always muſt be left) to depend upon the thi 
Tempers, and Diſpoſitions of Men. Even in the of 
Apoſtles Times Men aroſe, who ſhake perverſ; int 
Things; and if this was the Caſe under living Wit- bu 
neſſes, how ſhall a dead Evidence avail. more? The thi 
Scriptures will make us w/e to Salvation, if we jec 
uſe them wiſely; but weak Men may miſ-inter- Sk 
pret them, and bad ones may pervert. them, as ani 
they have ever done, and as they till do to this are 
Day. But to prevent Miſchiefs of this Sort, ſo ho 
far as human Aids could go, it was, not 
2. That Chriſt hath appointed a ſtanding Mt- , 
niſtry in his Church; ſettled at firſt by divine Ca 
Direction, but left afterwards (as all other Mat- die 
ters relating to the Government of the Church La 
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were left) to be conducted by human Wiſdom. 
And what ſays common Prudence in this Caſe ? 
Why, 'that the Work of the Miniſtry ſhould be 
committed to the Hands of thoſe, and of thoſe 
only, who are duly qualified for it. For St. Paul 
ſpoke but the common Senſe of a Man, when he 
faid to Timothy, the Things which thou haſt heard 

mne — the ſame commit thou to FAlTHuruL Men 
who ſhall be able to teach others alſo, 2 Tim. ii. 2. 
In the Days of the Apoſtles the holy Spirit by his 
extraordinary Illumination, ſuperſeded all ufe of 
human Accompliſhments; and whilſt uE was 
their Mouth, and their W:/dom all Inſtruments were 
alike, ' Learned, or unlearned could make no Dif- 
ference; they were only faithfully to deliver, what 
they had received. But now, that there is an End 
of Inſpiration, and of all oral Inſtruction from 
inſpired Men, and we have nothing to truſt to, 
but the Records of the Doctrines, delivered by 
them (which length of Time will naturally ſub- 
ject to Difficulties, and Diſputes) Learning, and 
Skill are neceſſary both to juſtify their Authority, 
and to aſcertain their Meaning ; and if the Clergy 
are not competently qualified for theſe Things, 
how ſhall the People know better? But this is 
not all. For 

3. As Faith without Practice is nothing worth, 
Care muſt be taken to bring Men to the Obe- 
dience of the Goſpel. And here (beſides the 


Labour of the Clergy) the Laws of Civil Society 
B 3 Will 
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will have great force; both as they may help to 
ſet forward the Work of Inſtruction, and be a 


Curb upon ſenſual Appetite, by which the beſt 
Inſtructions are oft times made ineffectual. Chriſt 


indeed hath no where commanded the Civil Ma- 


giſtrate to protect his Religion. There is this 
Reaſon to ſhew, that it was not proper for him 
to give any ſuch Inſtructions; that for the greater 
Confirmation of the Faith, the Wiſdom of God 
had determined, that for ſome Ages yet to come, 
the Goſpel ſhould make its way not only withoy: 
the Aids of human Power, but againſt all the 
Efforts of it. There is this to ſhew, that ſuch 
Inſtructions were not neceſſary, that when it 


ſhould become ſeaſonable for the Civil Magiſtrate 


to interpoſe ( that is, when the Power of the 
World ſhould be converted unto Chriſt) he would 
immediately fall under the common Obligation, 


which lies upon a// Men to take Cate of Reli- 


gion ; and that it is a Method, which human 
Prudence would naturally ſuggeſt : For all Men 
muſt ſee, and feel, that Mankind, are not to be | 
kept right by mere dint of Argument, and Per- 
ſwaſion. No Man ſhould have a Religion forced 
upon him, which he does not like; and yet, if 
the whole ſhould be left to the Ingenuity of our 
Tempers, without: any preſent Application to our 
Hopes or to our Fears, every Thing would run 
into Confuſion, - Our firſt Reformers were ſenſible 
of this, and therefore when they had cleared Re- 

ligion 
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ligion from the Rubbiſh of Popery, and had new 
model d our Church Polity, as near as might be 
upon the primitive Plan, they ſo wrapt it up in 
our civil Conſtitution, as to make it every Man's 
Intereſt, as well as it was his Duty, to ſubmit to 
this new Settlement. The Event juſtified the 
Wiſdom of this proceeding. - The Reformation 
grew, and flouriſhed (not, in Appearance and our- 
ward Profeſſion only, but) in all the Power and 
Vertue of Religion, whilſt thro' the Protection, 
and Encouragement of our Laws, our Youth 
were trained up in found Principles, and the Ripe, 
nd the Aged were accuſtomed: to a ſober, de- 
cent, and manly Worſhip. In the Times of Po- 
pery Religion was made to reſt in Forms, and 
in Shadows: In telling of Beads, and in cold and 
lifeleſs Repetitions of Prayers, and Maſſes; in 
croſſings, and in ſprinklings; in ſtated Confeſſion, 
and Abſolutions; in abſtaining from Meats, which 
God hath ſanctified; in renouncing Marriage, 
which he hath honoured ; in dreſſing up Images, 
and Shrines, and — I know not what. Is there 
now a Man of common Senſe among us, that 
does not fee the Folly of theſe Things? Yes, 
we are all of us enough convinced of the Cor- 
uptions of the Church of Rome; which is an 
Evidence beyond all Contradiction, how much 
human Authority rightly applied can do. But as 
the very beſt Means are liable to be abuſed. 80 
it hath happened in this Caſe. To expoſe the 


Errors, 
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Errors, and Abuſes of Popery, it was abſolutely 
neceſſary to lay open the Scriptures to private Uſe; 
and to leave every Man to conſider, and judge 
for himſelf. - And though all proper Care was 
taken to direct private Judgment, yet, becauſe 
no force was laid upon private Judgment, (as in- 
deed there ought to be none) the Scriptures have 
been made the Occaſion of ſetting up various 
Syſtems of Religion, to the great Breach of Peace, 
and Chriſtian Charity, and to the Diſgrace of the 
Goſpel itſelf. For many, obſerving theſe eternal 
wranglings about the Scriptures, began to pay leſ; 
Regard to them, and to have recourſe to naty- 
ral Light, as to a ſurer Guide. And when once 


Reaſon was treated, as the Sovereign Rule in all 


Caſes, every Thing grew into Contempt, that 
Reaſon could not fathom. It is thus, that the 
oreat Myſtery of our Redemption by Chriſt has 
been ſtruck out of our Creed by Men pretending 
to be Wiſe. Thus, that Chriſtianity in the Groſs 
has been traduced as a Fraud, (Pious at beſt) by 
Men pretending to be yet wiſer; who ſaw (or 
thought they ſaw) that theie could be no uſe of 
Revelation, when natural Light was to all Intents, 
and Purpoſes ſufficient without it. | 

By ſuch Steps have thoſe Means, by which 
Providence intended to reſtore Chriſtianity, ſerved, 
as Inſtruments to turn Chriſtianity out of Doors; 
the Conſequence of which hath been, a Dil- 


regard to all publick Rule and Order in Religion; 
neglect 


m— 


Inclir 
| nal A 
harm 
Is, th 
beyon 
neceſſ 
and w 
not be 


it fron 


"for the Propagation of the Goſpel. 


17 


negle& of God's publick Worſhip : Profanation 
of the Sacrament, and all holy Seaſons ; which, 
inſtead of mending the Morals of Mankind (as 
ſome have vainly boaſted) has introduced a ge- 
neral Decay of Vertue, and common Honeſty. 
How ſhould it otherwiſe be? When Men believe 
Chriſtianity, and are ſerious in the Profeſſion of 
it, they have a Rule of Life before them, which 


(howſoever they may differ, as to ſome doctrinal 


Points) they cannot miſtake; and are under con- 
ſtant Calls, and Admonitions to Vertue. They 
cannot receive the holy Sacrament ; they cannot 
joyn in publick Worſhip; they cannot hear, or 
read God's Word, and not meet with thoſe Checks, 
and Rebukes, that will touch the Conſcience, and 
put them upon ſome ſerious Reflexions. But 
when they remove themſelves out of the Way 
of theſe Helps, they quickly grow careleſs, and 
forgetful ; and when they become bad in Prac- 
tice, they grow bad upon Principle too, their Rea- 
ſons bending, and giving way to their corrupt 
Iclinations, and glorying over the moſt crimi- 
| nal Actions, to make them paſs for innocent, and 
harmleſs Things. All we are to infer from hence 
is, that human Means have their certain Periods, 
beyond which they cannot go. Miracles were 
neceſſary at firſt to plant Chriſtianity in the World; 
and whether at ſome Time, or other, they may 
not be again as neceſſary to re-eſtabliſh, and purge 
t from it Corruptions, is a Point, we muſt leave 
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to the unſearchable Wiſdom of God. In th, 
mean Time it lies upon us all to be doing oy 
beſt, by an honeſt Uſe of the Means ſtill leſt in 
our Power, which 1 ſhall now beg leave to pref 
upon you with a particular: View to the Occaficy 
of our preſent Meeting; the Support of a Cha. 
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rity, which wants nothing elſe, but to be right; T 
underſtood, to recommend it to all ſerious Chi. Sci 
ſtians. nife 
When ſome Men hear of Ne the G!f. fon 
tel i in Foreign Parts, they are apt to think of no- duc 
thing elſe, but converting Heathen Nations to the ſelve 
Chriſttan Faith; which they look upon, as 2 renc 
Thing quite impracticable by mere human Means: that 
And they, who thus think, and judge, can have tries 
no favourable Opinion of this Charity. But who- fry 
ever looks into our Charter, will find, that the the 
firft-and principal End of this Corporation is, not 2 
to plant Chriſtianity among Heathens, but, to gen 
reſtore, or to preſerve it among Chriſtians: A- by! 
mong thoſe of our own People, who went from Pre 
us in Paſſeſton of the Chriſtian Faith, but % it; mu! 
or who, yet having it, are in Danger of looſing be 
it through the Want of God's. Word, and Sacra- mut 
ments; without the regular Adminiſtration of Lay 
which, Experience hath ſhewn, and always ui the 
ſhew, that Chriſtianity cannot long ſtand 2 WY 
Ground. The converting Heathens, is a ſeconds!) But 
incidental Point, For fuppoſe, that our Colonic: WW Bra 
the! 


had: ſettled in ſome uninhabited Iſland, they you 
| then 


\ 


* —— —— — „2 


— 


"for 755 Propuyation of the Oe 


AY. 


then have had nothing to do with Heathens. 
And yet it would have been juſt as neceſſary, 
that they ſhould have had the Adminiſtration of 
the Word and Sacraments, the cuſtomary Diſ- 
uſe of which, will make Men Heathen, whether 
planted 1n Heathen Countries, or not. 

The firſt and principal End therefore of this 
Society, wants not the Aid of Miracles, but ma- 
nifeſtly falls within the Reach of human Means, 
fom which we may reaſonably expect the ſame 
Succeſs, that we have experienced among our- 
ſelves. Countries, and Climates make no diffe- 
rence in this Caſe. But as the Caſe in Fact is, 
that our Colonies are ſettled in Heathen Coun- 
ties; it is not at all unlikely, that if we can pre- 
eye Religion among our own People, many of 
the Heathens will be the better for it. Of a ge- 
wal Converſion of the native Indians I ſee no 
great likelihood at preſent. If this is to be done 
by human Means, there muſt be the neceſſary 
Preparations for human Means to operate, They 
muſt be poliſhed into good Manners ; there mult 
be ſome common intercourſe between us; we 
muſt bring them to ſome good liking of our 
Laws, and Cuſtoms, All this is neceſſary, where 
the Power of Miracles is wanting; and hen, or 
whether ever it will be done, God only knows. 
But our Negroe Slaves are within our Authority ; 
Branches, as it were, of our Families; many of 
them born, and bred up among us; and theſe 
C 2 may 
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may be taught our Religion, as eaſily as they m 
may be taught any Thing elſe, if proper Care In 
be taken to inſtruct them; The Society hath not pe 
been wanting (nor would it become them to he th 
wanting) in their Endeavours, as to theſe; no, in 
nor with reſpect to the native Indians, fo far as pe 
they have ſound it practicable. It was in the bi 
Infancy of this Society that an Attempt was ri 
made to plant Chriſtianity among the Mz} ſe 
Indians. This generous and truly Chriſtian De- it 
ſign met with Interruptions, from Cauſes which rl 
I need not particularly to relate; but the Iſſue is, d 
that there is now a regular, ſober Congregation Q 
there of Five hundred Chriſtian D:4:ans, and a n 
daily Increaſe of Vertue and good Manners a- el 
mong them. This is a Thing, by no Means to n 
be deſpiſed. How know we, but theſe ſmall be- is 
ginnings may be the Foundation of ſome great 0 
Work to be accompliſhed in God's due Seaſon ? c 
But as I have already faid, the Care of this P 
Society chiefly concerns our own People; to ſe- t 
cure them from falling into Irreligion, or (as the L 
Charter farther ſuggeſts) to guard them againſt 
the Attempts of Popith Prieſts, who will teach ( 
them Religion indeed, but not /uch a Religion, as | 
every good Subject would wiſh them to have. If ] 
you ask; Why do not our Colonies maintain \ 
Miniſters at their own Expence ? the Anſwer 15, t 
that in many Places, ſo they do; and if they do 


it not every where, the Reaſon is, becauſe in 
many 
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many Places they are not able. It would be 
Injuſtice to our Brethren beyond the Seas, to ſup- 
poſe, that they /o depend upon this Society for 
the Means of carrying on the Work of Religion 
in thoſe Parts, as to be willing to be at no Ex- 
pence themſelves. Their Churches are generally 
built by Contributions among themſelves, Sala- 
ries are appointed for Miniſters by publick Con- 
ſent, and Authority where it can be done. Where 
it cannot, they muſt be beholden to private Cha- 
rity, and thoſe of them, who have Abilities, have 
done, and ſtill do conſiderably in this Way alſo. 
Or ſuppoſe, that there is a Backwardneſs in 
many, to do what might reaſonably be expect- 
ed from them; it is no more than what is com- 
mon; and I hope, that want of Charity in ſome, 
is no good Argument for a like Conduct in 
others. We do not thus judge in Matters, which 
concern ourſelves. And why ſhould diſtance of 
Place make us forget, that we are Children of 
the ſame God, and Father ; Servants of the ſame 
Lord, and Saviour ; Members of the fame Com- 
munity, to whoſe Wealth, and Grandeur our 
Colonies Abroad, are none of the leaſt Contri- 
butors? Their Proſperity is our Proſperity ; their 
Riches are our Gain; and vill be fo, as long as 
we can maintain a good Underſtanding with 
them : And what will ſo much help to preſerve 
a good Underſtanding, and to keep us Friends, 
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as this, that we are held together by the ſame 
Religion, and Laws. 
I will not uſe many Arguments to ſhew you 
the extenſive Uſe, and Excellency of this Cha- 
rity ; and how much it becomes us, as Chriſtiang 
to ſupport, and encourage it. This has been-done 
to ſo much Advantage by many, that have gone 
before me, and particularly by the Right Reve- 
rend Prelate, who ſpoke laſt on this Occaſion, 
that there is little Choice of Matter left on this 
Head. I would rather obſerve (what our Circum- 
ſtances at this Time make in a more eſpecial 
Manner worthy of our Notice) that as in other 
Charities, the Supplies are ſeldom adequate to the 
Wants, that call for them, ſo it hath happened, 
in a remarkable Degree, to this Society, We 
have now been a Corporation about F orty Years, 
Our Beginnings were but ſmall; and it is much 
more by caſual Supplies, than by any certain Fund, 
that we ſtill ſubſiſt. The Salaries paid to our 
Miſſionaries are far from liberal: Generally Fifty; 
to ſome few, Sixty; to none more than Seventy 
Pounds a Year. A ſmall Reward for a laborious, 
and perilous Miniſtry ! And yet , notwithſtanding 
this frugal Management, the Call for Miniſters 
hath always exceeded our Abilities to provide 
for them out of our ſtanding Income; by which 
means conſiderable Debts have been contracted 
by the Society, whenever their Chriſtian Com- 
paſſion, moved by great, and frequent Importu- 
nities, 
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nities, hath prevailed upon them to go beyond 


<7 their Bounds, and caſual Benefactions have not 
a come in to make up the Deficiency. Thrice 
Y before, have we applied to the Crown on ſuch 
is Occaſions to obtain the Royal Licence to make 
1 Collections more, or leſs extenſive, as our Needs 
6 have been more, or leſs urgent. We have now 
1 lately obtained a like Permiſſion from our preſent 
8 + moſt gracious King, for a Fourth, and more ge- 
1 neral Collection, which will very quickly find 
*. you. And ſuffer me to ſay, that we ſhall come 
al to you with ſome Confidence of Succeſs, when 
er we ſhall bring with us the beſt Evidence, that 
0 can be given, that the Work of the Lord proſpers 
I, in our Hands, and that your Charity will not be 
7 beſtowed in Vain. Our very Wants are that Evi- 
. dence; for we have no cauſe to ask your Cha- 
h _ rity in this extraordinary Way, but this, that the 
9 Labourers are not equal to the Harveſt. And is 
bs not this Harveſt, this encreaſe of Chriſtian Con- 
7 gregations, among our Colonies, which requires 
y a larger Supply of Miſſionaries, the very Thing, 
8 that every good Man viſbes, the very Thing he 
8 expects, when he gives his Money? In many 
78 other Inſtances of Charity the Caſe is otherwiſe, 
le A Man, may be in Want through his Vices, or 
öh his Folly, and in ſuch a Caſe, if you give, you 
d are not fure it will turn to any good Account. 
> But when Want proceeds from the Worthieſt of 
* Cauſes, and carries with it an Implication, that 
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former Benefits have been well beſtowed ; it be- 
comes its own Voucher, and the more a good 
Man is called upon to give, within the Reach of 
his Abilities, he will be the better pleaſed. 

We do with thankful Hearts acknowledge his 
Majeſty's Goodneſs, that after the Example of 
his Royal Predeceſſors, he has given ſo gracious 


a Teſtimony of his Regard for the Welfare of his 


People, and for the Religion, and Worſhip of the 
Church of England. And we hope that the 
Encouragement, that this Charity hath always 
received from the Crown, will effectually recom- 
mend it to all, who have the common Good at 


Heart. And may God ſo unite us in our Aﬀec- 


tions to his Sacred Majeſty, that theſe Kingdoms 
may never want a Sovereign, nor this noble De- 
ſign a Friend, and Patron in him, and in his 
Poſterity; For the Sake of Jeſus Chrift, 


To whom with the Father and the Holy Gheft 
be all Honour and Glory both now and far 
ever more. Amen. 
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